Conley (above) and hostess, Nora and others (below), &eme of the Austin Toastmasters Club Christmas partygosr
Saturday. More party pictures at the end of newsletter



Front row— Roberto and Maria won Best Table Topics rilbons; Bart was Best Evaluator & Best Speaker was Kimbeyl
Most Enthusiastic (not shown) was Nadia for doing her €neral Evaluator work before being called out of town.

Nishi was afraid to speak in public even in her own compalike
many of us. Determined to do something about that fearpstesl|
Austin Toastmasters in November 2008.

“I was so nervous when | gave my icebreaker speech,fesiadis.
“Several club members gave me unconditional support and
encouragement after | gave that first speech and othévidw.”

Nishi had many good ideas at her company, but she had people
who worked for her make the presentations of those tdeas
company execs. As a result, others were often being gheesiit

for her ideas because she feared making the presentatisesf.h
That all changed recently when she felt confident enoutyhtiae
training and support she received at Austin Toastmasters.

Two days last month, Nishi conducted three security training

briefing sessions in Milwaukee for one of the large grodp®n
company. One session was an hour for all the manageexaadtives in her company — about 30 people. That
was followed up by two four-hour sessions to developeesddid by 30 and 45 people.

“The only reason | was able to do this was becausénaf ilearned at Austin Toastmasters. | want to thank
everyone who helped me and provided constructive feedbde{pmg me achieve this significant milestone in
my life.”



On the cutting edge of new technology, Nishi and her Bband, Arun, use video calling. They are talking
to the author of this article while each were in theiown homes in Austin. “Ain’t modern technology grand?”

Nishi practiced part of her presentation at our clubdge$he gave them to her company. She had some
technical problems with the slide projector and theresvaeiew other minor mishaps. “I learned a lot from each
one of those mistakes and was happy to have been abkctmeiin front of the club before | gave them to my
company,” Nishi said.

When asked what Toastmaster skills she thought she tsed the presentation, Nishi smiled and said, “I
used all of them. | made the presentation interestingliiyg a story, made good eye contact, and more. It
short, | had the audience in my hands shortly intt paesentation. All of this because of what | learned at
Toastmasters.”

After she stopped hiding her speaking skills from her compaags and gave these presentations herself, Nishi
was asked to give similar presentations in Florida, WoogdRtroenix, Canada and India.

Nishi (left) laughs and said that she is always gettingechup with fellow club member and friend, Meena. “|
usually don’t mind, Nishi said, because Meena gives such goochgseeBoth are from India.
Written by Tony Geishauser



Jill plays a melody for husband Gétlas they are about to leave the party

Iris and John



Conley, Maria & Twee Mitch and Jennifer

Cory and Nadia Twee and Sean

Marilyn Arun checks out glaengs-on
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People were amazed at what wonderful and sometimes otEleldgphants they got as prizes.



Kenneth in Red, Jim and wife Tracy David with the two Jims in the background

Yalim with two blue moons Jason

Maria, Nishi, & Nadia Cindy gets an S&M present



Kaity | dihd Guthrie

Rory and Rebecca LeR®randi & Conley

Cheer up Carol Jackl aennifer



Tony and the ever-
present Roberto

Major kudos taChuck Waters and Cindyfor getting all the heavy duty food and paper products for thg pa
to go along with all the great deserts, salads and dimgysteveryone else brought. Thanks also to Chuck for
being the MC for the fun White Elephant present exchang

Another big thanks to my wiféjora, who didn’t know exactly what she was getting in to,darne through
with flying colors as she always does.

Don't miss ourast meeting of the year Tuesday, December 15 at the Red BGdnter at 6:15 sharp Those
who left purses, books, serving dishes, etc. will alidumited with their owners.

Tony Geishauser
VP-PR &
Newsletter Editor



